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1
WIRELESS POWER TRANSMITTER AND
METHOD OF TRANSMITTING POWER
THEREOF

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefitunder 35 U.S.C. §119 of
Korean Patent Application No. 10-2011-0124419, filed Nov.
25, 2011, which is hereby incorporated by reference in its
entirety.

BACKGROUND

The disclosure relates to a wireless power transmitter and a
method of transmitting power thereof.

A wireless power transmission or a wireless energy trans-
fer refers to a technology of wirelessly transferring electric
energy to desired devices. In the 1800’s, an electric motor or
a transformer employing the principle of electromagnetic
induction has been extensively used and then a method of
transmitting electrical energy by irradiating electromagnetic
waves, such as radio waves or lasers, has been suggested.
Actually, electrical toothbrushes or electrical razors, which
are frequently used in daily life, are charged based on the
principle of electromagnetic induction. Until now, the long-
distance transmission using the magnetic induction, the reso-
nance and the short-wavelength radio frequency has been
used as the wireless energy transfer scheme.

Recently, among the wireless power transmission tech-
nologies, an energy transfer scheme using resonance has been
extensively used.

Since a wireless power transmission system based on reso-
nance transmits electrical signals formed at transmitter and
receiver sides through a coil in wireless, a user can easily
charge an electronic device such as a portable device with
electricity.

However, according to a current wireless charging technol-
ogy, only a single portable receiver is charged by using a
single source, and the distance between power transmission
and reception sides is very restricted.

Particularly, in order to wirelessly charge multiple appli-
ances with power, the area of the resonant coil may be
increased (Korean Unexamined Patent Publication No.
10-2010-0026075). In this case, an undesirable magnetic
field is generated even in a region without the wireless power
receiver, so that the very low power transmission efficiency is
represented, and the intensity of harmful electromagnetic
field leaking to the outside is increased, so that problems may
be occur in terms of the harmfulness to the human body.

BRIEF SUMMARY

The disclosure provides a wireless power transmitter
capable of increasing the power transmission efficiency by
selectively operating at least one resonant coil and capable of
minimizing the irradiation amount of the harmful magnetic
field, and a method of transmitting power thereof.

The disclosure provides a method of effectively transmit-
ting power by matching with the resonance frequency of the
wireless power receiver even if the resonance frequency is
changed by the resonant coil selectively operated.

According to the embodiment, there is provided a wireless
power transmitter to wirelessly transmit power to a wireless
power receiver. The wireless power transmitter includes a
transmission coil to receive power from a power supply appa-
ratus, and a transmission resonance unit to transmit the power
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received therein from the transmission coil to the wireless
power receiver using resonance. The transmission resonance
unitincludes an inner loop, and an outer loop connected to the
inner loop while surrounding the inner loop.

According to the embodiment, there is provided a method
of transmitting power of a wireless power transmitter that
wirelessly transmits power to a wireless power receiver. The
method includes detecting an approaching state of the wire-
less power receiver, operating a resonant coil corresponding
to a region, in which the wireless power receiver is detected,
among a plurality of resonant coils according to a detection
result, and transmitting the power to the wireless power
receiver using resonance by the resonant coil corresponding
to the region in which the wireless power receiver is detected.

A program for performing the method of transmitting
power of the wireless power transmitter may be recorded in a
recording medium.

As described above, the embodiment has following effects.

First, the power transmission efficiency can be increased
by selectively operating only a resonant coil of a region in
which the wireless power receiver is provided and the irra-
diation amount of the harmful magnetic field can be reduced.

Second, the resonance frequency can be constantly main-
tained by inserting a variable inductor and a variable capaci-
tor, so that the power transmission efficiency can be
increased.

Meanwhile, other various effects may be directly or indi-
rectly disclosed in the following description of the embodi-
ment of the disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view showing a wireless power transmission
system according to one embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram showing an equivalent circuit of
a transmission induction coil according to one embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram showing an equivalent circuit of
a power supply apparatus and a transmitter according to one
embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram showing an equivalent circuit of
areception resonant coil, a reception induction coil, a rectifier
and a load according to one embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a view showing the structure of a wireless power
transmitter according to one embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram showing the wireless power
transmitter according to one embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing a method of wirelessly trans-
mitting power by using the wireless power transmitter
according to one embodiment;

FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing a method of adjusting the
resonance frequency according to one embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a view showing the result of a simulation in which
the intensity of the magnetic field is detected by using a
wireless power transmitter including loop-type resonant coils
according to one embodiment; and

FIG. 10 is a graph showing the intensity of the magnetic
field in the section of the wireless power transmitter shown in
FIG. 9.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereinafter, embodiments will be described in detail with
reference to accompanying drawings so that those skilled in
the art can easily work with the embodiments. However, the
embodiments may not be limited to those described below,
but have various modifications.
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FIG. 1 is a view showing a wireless power transmission
system according to the embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 1, the wireless power transmission sys-
tem includes a power supply apparatus 100, a wireless power
transmitter 200, a wireless power receiver 300, and a load
400.

The power supply apparatus 100 according to one embodi-
ment may constitute the wireless power transmitter 200.

The wireless power transmitter 200 may include a trans-
mission induction coil 210 and a transmission resonant coil
220.

The wireless power receiver 300 may includes a reception
resonant coil 310, a reception induction coil 320, and a rec-
tifying unit 330.

The power supply apparatus 100 has both terminals con-
nected to both terminals of the transmission induction coil
210.

The transmission resonant coil 220 may be spaced apart
from the transmission induction coil 210 by a predetermined
interval.

The reception resonant coil 310 may be spaced apart from
the reception induction coil 320 by a predetermined interval.

Both terminals of the reception induction coil 320 are
connected to both terminals of the rectifying unit 330, and the
load 400 is connected to both terminals of the rectifying unit
330. According to one embodiment, the load 400 may be
included in the wireless power receiver 300.

The power generated from the power supply apparatus 100
is transmitted to the wireless power transmitter 200. The
power received in the wireless power transmitter 200 is trans-
mitted to the wireless power receiver 300 that makes reso-
nance with the wireless power transmitter 200 due to a reso-
nance phenomenon, that is, has the resonance frequency the
same as that of the wireless power transmitter 200.

Hereinafter, the power transmission process will be
described in more detail.

The power supply apparatus 100 generates AC power hav-
ing a predetermined frequency and transmits the AC power to
the wireless power transmitter 200.

The transmission induction coil 210 and the transmission
resonant coil 220 are inductively coupled with each other. In
other words, if AC current flows through the transmission
induction coil 210 due to the power received from the power
supply apparatus 100, the AC current is induced to the trans-
mission resonant coil 220 physically spaced apart from the
transmission induction coil 210 through the electromagnetic
induction.

Thereafter, the power received in the transmission resonant
coil 220 is transmitted to the wireless power receiver 300,
which makes a resonance circuit with the wireless power
transmitter 200, using resonance.

Power can be transmitted between two LC circuits, which
are impedance-matched with each other, using resonance.
The power transmitted using the resonance can be farther
transmitted with higher efficiency when comparing with the
power transmitted by the electromagnetic induction.

The reception resonant coil 310 receives power from the
transmission resonant coil 220 using the resonance. The AC
current flows through the reception resonant coil 310 due to
the received power. The power received in the reception reso-
nant coil 310 is transmitted to the reception induction coil
320, which is inductively coupled with the reception resonant
coil 310, through the electromagnetic induction. The power
received in the reception induction coil 320 is rectified by the
rectifying unit 330 and transmitted to the load 400.

According to one embodiment, the transmission induction
coil 210, the transmission resonant coil 220, the reception
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resonant coil 310, and the reception induction coil 320 may
have a circular shape, an oval shape, and a rectangular shape,
but the embodiment is not limited thereto.

The transmission resonant coil 220 of the wireless power
transmitter 200 may transmit power to the reception resonant
coil 310 of the wireless power receiver 300 through the mag-
netic field.

In detail, the transmission resonant coil 220 is resonance-
coupled with the reception resonant coil 310 so that the trans-
mission and reception resonant coils 220 and 310 operate at
the resonance frequency.

The resonance-coupling between the transmission reso-
nant coil 220 and the reception resonant coil 310 can signifi-
cantly improve the power transmission efficiency between the
wireless power transmitter 200 and the wireless power
receiver 300.

A quality factor and a coupling coefficient are important in
the wireless power transmission. In other words, the power
transmission efficiency can be gradually improved as the
values of the quality factor and the coupling coefficient are
increased.

The quality factor may refer to an index of energy that may
be stored in the vicinity of a wireless power transmitter 200 or
a wireless power receiver 300.

The quality factor may vary according to the operating
frequency w as well as a shape, a dimension and a material of
a coil. The quality factor may be expressed as an equation,
Q=w*L/R. Inthe above equation, L. refers to the inductance of
a coil and R refers to resistance corresponding to the quantity
of power loss caused in the coil.

The quality factor may have a value of 0 to infinity. The
power transmission efficiency between the wireless power
transmitter 200 and the wireless power receiver 300 can be
improved as the value of the quality factor is increased.

The coupling coefficient represents the degree of inductive
magnetic coupling between a transmission coil and a recep-
tion coil, and has a value of O to 1.

The coupling coefficient may be varied according to the
relative position and the distance between the transmission
coil and the reception coil.

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram showing an equivalent circuit of
the transmission induction coil 210 according to the one
embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 2, the transmission induction coil 210
may include an inductor [.1 and a capacitor C1, and a circuit
having a desirable inductance and a desirable capacitance can
be constructed by the inductor L1 and the capacitor C1.

The transmission induction coil 210 may be constructed as
an equivalent circuit in which both terminals of the inductor
L1 are connected to both terminals of the capacitor C1. In
other words, the transmission induction coil 210 may be
constructed as an equivalent circuit in which the inductor [.1
is connected to the capacitor C1 in parallel.

The capacitor C1 may be a variable capacitor, and imped-
ance matching may be performed by adjusting the capaci-
tance of the capacitor C1. The equivalent circuit of the trans-
mission resonant coil 220, the reception resonant coil 310 and
the reception induction coil 320 may be the same as the
equivalent circuit shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram showing an equivalent circuit of
the power supply apparatus 100 and the wireless power trans-
mitter 200 according to one embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 3, the transmission induction coil 210
and the transmission resonant coil 220 may be constructed by
using inductors [.1 and [.2 and capacitors C1 and C2 having
predetermined inductances and capacitances, respectively.
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FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram showing an equivalent circuit of
the wireless power receiver 300 according to one embodi-
ment.

As shown in FIG. 4, the reception resonant coil 310 and the
reception induction coil 320 may be constructed by using
inductors [.3 and L4, and capacitors C3 and C4 having pre-
determined inductances and capacitances, respectively.

The rectifying unit 330 may convert AC power received
from the reception induction coil 320 into DC power to trans-
fer the DC power to the load 400.

In detail, the rectifying unit 330 may include a rectifier and
a smoothing circuit. According to one embodiment, the rec-
tifier may include a silicon rectifier and may be equivalent as
a diode D1 as shown in FIG. 4.

The rectifier can convert the AC power received from the
reception induction coil 320 into the DC power.

The smoothing circuit can output a smooth DC power by
removing AC components included in the DC power con-
verted by the rectifier. According to one embodiment, as
shown in FIG. 4, the smoothing circuit may include a recti-
fying capacitor C5, but the embodiment is not limited thereto.

The load 400 may be a predetermined rechargeable battery
ora devicerequiring the DC power. For example, the load 400
may refer to a battery.

The wireless power receiver 300 may be equipped with an
electronic device, such as a cellular phone, a laptop computer
or a mouse, requiring the power. Accordingly, the reception
resonant coil 310 and the reception induction coil 320 may
have the shapes suitable for the shape of the electronic device.

The wireless power transmitter 200 may exchange infor-
mation with the wireless power receiver 300 through in-band
communication or an out-of-band communication.

The in-band communication refers to the communication
for exchanging information between the wireless power
transmitter 200 and the wireless power receiver 300 through
a signal having a frequency used in the wireless power trans-
mission. The wireless power receiver 300 may further include
a switch and may receive or may not receive power transmit-
ted from the wireless power transmitter 200 through a switch-
ing operation of the switch. Accordingly, the wireless power
transmitter 200 can recognize an on-signal or an off-signal of
the switch included in the wireless power receiver 300 by
detecting the quantity of power consumed in the wireless
power transmitter 200.

In detail, the wireless power receiver 300 may change the
power consumed in the wireless power transmitter 200 by
adjusting the quantity of power absorbed in a resistor by using
the resistor and the switch. The wireless power transmitter
200 may acquire the state information of the wireless power
receiver 300 by detecting the variation of the power consump-
tion. The switch may be connected to the resistor in series.
According to one embodiment, the state information of the
wireless power receiver 300 may include information about
the present charge amount in the wireless power receiver 300
and the variation of the charge amount.

In more detail, if the switch is open, the power absorbed in
the resistor becomes zero, and the power consumed in the
wireless power transmitter 200 is reduced.

If the switch is short-circuited, the power absorbed in the
resistor becomes greater than zero, and the power consumed
in the wireless power transmitter 200 is increased. If the
wireless power receiver 300 repeats the above operation, the
wireless power transmitter 200 detects power consumed
therein to make digital communication with the wireless
power receiver 300.
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The wireless power transmitter 200 receives the state infor-
mation of the wireless power receiver 300 through the above
operation so that the wireless power transmitter 200 can trans-
mit appropriate power.

To the contrary, the wireless power transmitter 200 may
include a resistor and a switch to transmit the state informa-
tion of the wireless power transmitter 200 to the wireless
power receiver 300. According to one embodiment, the state
information of the wireless power transmitter 200 may
include information about the maximum amount of power to
be supplied from the wireless power transmitter 200, the
number of wireless power receivers 300 receiving the power
from the wireless power transmitter 200 and the amount of
available power of the wireless power transmitter 200.

Hereinafter, the out-of-band communication will be
described.

The out-of-band communication refers to the communica-
tion performed through a specific frequency band other than
the resonance frequency band in order to exchange informa-
tion necessary for the power transmission. The wireless
power transmitter 200 and the wireless power receiver 300
can be equipped with out-of-band communication modules to
exchange information necessary for the power transmission.
The out-of-band communication module may be installed in
the power supply apparatus. In one embodiment, the out-of-
band communication module may use a short-distance com-
munication technology, such as Bluetooth, Zigbee, WLAN or
NFC, but the embodiment is not limited thereto.

FIG. 5 is a view showing the structure of a wireless power
transmitter 400 according to one embodiment.

Hereinafter, the wireless power transmitter 400 according
to one embodiment will be described with reference to FIGS.
1t04

Referring to FIG. 5, the wireless power transmitter 400
may include a transmission coil 230, a distribution coil 410, a
transmission resonance unit 420, a switch unit 430, a detector
440, and a controller 450.

The transmission resonance unit 420 may include at least
one resonant coil.

For example, as shown in FIG. 5, the transmission reso-
nance unit 420 may include first and second resonant coils
421 and 422.

Although FIG. 5 shows that the wireless power transmitter
400 includes two resonant coils, the embodiment is not lim-
ited thereto. In other words, the wireless power transmitter
400 may include at least two resonant coils.

Although the switch unit 430 includes two switches, the
embodiment is not limited thereto. In other words, the switch
unit430 may include at least two switches. Each resonant coil
may be paired with each switch.

The transmission coil 230 may receive AC power from the
power supply apparatus 100.

The distribution coil 410 may receive AC power from the
transmission coil 230 through electromagnetic induction, and
may transmit the received power to the transmission reso-
nance unit 420.

The distribution coil 410 may transmit power to both of the
first and second resonant coils 421 and 422 of the transmis-
sion resonance unit 420 or to one of the first and second
resonant coils 421 and 422. The distribution coil 410 may
apply current to the first and second resonant coils 421 and
422 by using the AC power received from the transmission
coil 230.

The transmission resonant unit 420 may receive power
from the distribution coil 410 and transmit the received power
to the wireless power receiver using resonance. The distribu-
tion coil 410 and the first and second resonant coils 421 and
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422 may be realized like the equivalent circuit diagram of the
transmission induction coil 210 shown in FIG. 2. According
to one embodiment, the first and second resonant coils 421
and 422 may wound at least one time to form the shape of a
loop. The shape of the loop may be a polygonal shape such as
a circular shape, an oval shape, or a rectangular shape, but the
embodiment is not limited thereto. FIG. 5 shows the first and
second resonant coils 421 and 422 having the shape of a
rectangular loop. The first and second resonant coils 421 and
422 may further variable capacitors (not shown) to adjust the
resonance frequencies thereof.

According to one embodiment, the distribution coil 410
and the first and second resonant coils 421 and 422 may have
a multi-tap structure. According to the multi-tap structure, on
the assumption that the first resonant coil 421 is wound five
times in total, the outer loop of the first resonant coil 421 is
spaced apart from the inner loop of the first resonant coil 421
by a predetermined interval, and the number of the winding
turns of the outer loop is different from the number of the
winding turns of the inner loop. As shown in FIG. 5, accord-
ing to one embodiment, the outer loop of the first resonant coil
421 may be wound three times, and the inner loop of the first
resonant coil 421 may be wound two times, but the embodi-
ment is not limited thereto.

The distribution coil 410 may be connected to the first and
second resonant coils 421 and 422 in series through one
conductive line. In other words, the distribution coil 410 may
be electrically connected to the first and second resonant coils
421 and 422 in series.

The switch unit 430 may connect the distribution coil 410
to the transmission resonance unit 420, or may disconnect the
distribution coil 410 from the transmission resonance unit
420.

In detail, a first switch 431 may electrically connect the
distribution coil 410 to the first resonant coil 421 or discon-
nect the distribution coil 410 from the first resonant coil 421
according to the driving signal of the controller 450. Accord-
ing to one embodiment, the switch may be a switch based on
a micro-electro-mechanical system (MEMS) technology.
According to the MEMS, a 3-D structure is provided on a
silicon substrate through a semiconductor fabricating tech-
nology.

The detector 440 may detect the approaching state of the
wireless power receive. The detector 440 may detect if the
wireless power receiver is close onto the transmission reso-
nance unit 420.

In detail, each detector 440 may be provided at one side of
each of the first and second resonant coils 421 and 422 to
detect the wireless power receiver provided above the first
and second resonant coils 421 and 422.

According to one embodiment, the detector 440 may be a
coil for detection provided at one side of each resonant coil to
measure the intensity of a magnetic field formed by each
resonant coil. In detail, the detectors 440 may detect the
wireless power receiver 300 by measuring the intensities of
the magnetic fields formed by the first and second resonant
coils 421 and 422.

According to one embodiment, if the intensities of the
magnetic fields formed by the first and second resonant coils
412 and 422 exceed a threshold value, the detector 440 may
determine that the wireless power receiver is detected. The
threshold value may represent the minimum magnetic field
required to detect the wireless power receiver. For example, if
the wireless power receiver is provided above the first reso-
nant coil 412, since the power transmission may be made
between the first resonant coil 412 and the wireless power
receiver using resonance, the intensity of the magnetic field
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formed by the first resonant coil 412 may be increased. In this
case, the detector 440 may measure the intensity of the mag-
netic field and determines detection of the wireless power
receiver if the measured intensity of the magnetic field is
equal to or greater than the threshold value. The detector 440
may include a magnetic sensor.

The controller 450 may control the overall operation of the
wireless power transmitter 400. In particular, the controller
450 may generate a driving signal to control the switch unit
430 so that only the resonant coil corresponding to the detec-
tion region of the wireless power receiver can be selectively
operated.

The switch unit 430 may electrically connect the distribu-
tion coil 410 to the transmission resonance unit 420 or elec-
trically disconnect the distribution coil 410 from the trans-
mission resonance unit 420 according to the driving signal.
According to one embodiment, when the detector 440 detects
the wireless power receiver located above the first resonant
coil 421 of the transmission resonance unit 420, the controller
450 generates a driving signal to open the first switch 431 of
the switch unit 430 according to the detection result, and
transmits the generated driving signal to the first switch 431.
Thereafter, the first switch 431 electrically connects the dis-
tribution coil 410 to the first resonant coil 421, and the distri-
bution coil 410 transmits power to the first resonant coil 421.
Therefore, the wireless power receiver may receive power
from the first resonant coil 421 using resonance.

Ifthe detector 440 detects that wireless power receivers are
located above the first and second resonant coils 421 and 422,
the controller 450 generates open signals to electrically con-
nect the first switch 431 to the first resonant coil 421, and
electrically connect the second switch 432 to the second
resonant coil 422, so that the open signals are transmitted to
the first and second switches 431 and 432. Therefore, the
distribution coil 410 is electrically connected to the first and
second resonant coils 421 and 422, and the first and second
resonant coils 421 and 422 transmit power to wireless power
receivers, respectively, using resonance.

According to one embodiment, the controller 450 sequen-
tially transmits periodic driving signals to the first and second
switches 431 and 432 in order to detect the wireless power
receivers. In other words, the controller 450 generates the
driving signal to open the first switch 431 so that the first
switch 431 can be opened. Thereafter, the controller 450
determines that the power transmission occurs between the
first resonant coil 421 and the first wireless power receiver
using resonance by transmitting power to the first resonant
coil 421 through the distribution coil 410.

In this case, the controller 450 may control the power
supply apparatus 100 to transmit micro-power to the first
resonant coil 421. If power transmission is made between the
first resonant coil 421 and the first wireless power receiver,
the controller 450 may determine the power transmission and
control the power supply apparatus 100 so that the power
supply apparatus 100 increases the quantity of power to be
transmitted to the first resonant coil 421. If the power trans-
mission is not made between the first resonant coil 421 and
the first wireless power receiver, the controller 450 deter-
mines that the power transmission is not made between the
first resonant coil 421 and the first wireless power receiver
and generates the driving signal to open the second switch
432 so that the second switch 432 is opened. According to one
embodiment, if the power transmission is not made between
the first resonant coil 421 and the first wireless power
receiver, the first wireless power receiver may not be detected.
In addition, according to one embodiment, if the power trans-
mission is not made between the first resonant coil 421 and
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the first wireless power receiver, the battery of the first wire-
less power receiver may be charged beyond a predetermined
value.

Thereafter, the controller 450 determines if the power
transmission is made between the second resonant coil 422
and the second wireless power receiver. If the controller 450
confirms that the power transmission is made between the
second resonant coil 422 and the second wireless power
receiver, the controller 450 may control the power supply
apparatus 100 so that the quantity of power to be transmitted
from the second resonant coil 422 to the second wireless
power receiver is increased.

As described above, the power transmission efficiency can
be improved by selectively operating only the resonant coil in
the region of the wireless power receiver. In addition, if all
resonant coils are operated, the irradiation amount of the
magnetic field harmful to the human body can be reduced.

FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram showing the wireless power
transmitter 400 according to one embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram showing the equivalent circuit of
the wireless power transmitter 400 shown in FIG. 5. The
transmission coil 230 shown in FIG. 6 is not depicted in FI1G.
5. Both terminals of the transmission coil 230 are connected
to opposite terminals of the power supply apparatus 100. The
transmission coil 230 may receive power from the power
supply apparatus 100, and may transmit the received AC
power to the distribution coil 410 through the electromagnetic
induction.

The distribution coil 410 may transmit the AC power,
which is received therein from the transmission coil 230, to
the transmission resonance unit 420.

In particular, the distribution coil 410 may distribute the
AC power, which is received from the transmission coil 230,
to at least one of the first to third resonant coils 421 to 423.

The distribution coil 410 may include an inductor 411 and
a capacitor 412. The inductor 411 may include a fixed induc-
tor or a variable inductor, and the capacitor 412 may include
a variable capacitor.

The resonance frequency of the wireless power transmitter
400 may be adjusted by the inductance of the inductor 411
and the capacitance of the capacitor 412.

The first to third resonant coils 421 to 423 correspond to the
first to third switches 431 to 433, respectively, so that the first
to third resonant coils 421 to 423 may be electrically con-
nected to each other or may be electrically disconnected from
each other. The inductor 411 and the capacitor 412 are con-
nected to each other in series, and connected to the switches
43110 433 in series. According to one embodiment, the induc-
tor 411 may be fabricated through a micro-electro-mechani-
cal system (MEMS) technology. If at least one of the first to
third wireless power receivers is detected above the first to
third resonant coils 431 to 433, the resonance frequency may
be varied according to the number of resonant coils that
simultaneously operate. In this case, even if the resonance
frequency is changed, the inductor 411 and the capacitor 412
can constantly maintain the resonance frequency so that the
power transmission through the resonant can be smoothly
maintained. Since the range of the capacitance of the capaci-
tor 412 is limited, the inductance can be adjusted by connect-
ing the inductor 411 to the capacitor 412 in series, so that the
resonance frequency can be adjusted. In other words, even if
a plurality of resonant coils are connected to each other to
change the inductance, the resonance frequency can be con-
stantly maintained through the capacitor 412 and the inductor
411. The controller 450 can adjust the resonance frequency by
changing the capacitance of the capacitor 412 and the induc-
tance of the inductor 411.
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The following equation shows that the resonance fre-
quency of the wireless power transmitter 400 is constantly
maintained. On the assumption that the number of inductors
corresponding to the resonant coils is m, the inductance val-
ues of the inductors have values of L1 to Lm, the inductance
of the inductor 411 of the distribution coil 410 is La, and the
capacitance of the capacitor 412 is C, if all inductors are
connected to each other in series, the resonance frequency w
may be expressed by following Equation 1.

W=INLa+L1+L2+L3+..+Lm)C Equation 1

As shown in Equation 1, the total inductance values may be
varied according to the connection state (connection number)
of'the resonant coils, so that the resonance frequency w of the
wireless power transmitter 400 may be varied. If the reso-
nance frequency w is varied according to the connection or
the disconnection of the resonant coils, the power transmis-
sion through the resonance may not be smoothly performed.
Therefore, the controller 450 changes the inductance La and
the capacitance C through the inductor 411 and the capacitor
412 to constantly maintain the resonance frequency so that
the resonance frequency w is not affected by the connection
or the disconnection of the resonant coils.

Although the embodiment has been described in that both
of'the inductor 411 and the capacitor 412 are connected to the
resonant coils in series, only one of the inductor 411 and the
capacitor 412 may be connected to the resonant coils in series.

In addition, each resonant coil may further include an
additional capacitor, and the resonance frequency may be
adjusted by the capacitor included in the resonant coil.

Since the resonance frequency can be constantly main-
tained by inserting the inductor 411 and the capacitor 412 into
the wireless power transmitter 400 as described above, the
problem related to the power transmission efficiency caused
according to the variation of the resonance frequency can be
solved.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing the method of wirelessly
transmitting power through the wireless power transmitter
400 according to one embodiment.

First, the detector 440 determines if a first wireless power
receiver is detected in a first region (step S101). The detector
440 may include a coil for detection. The coil for the detection
may be located on one surface of each resonant coil. In this
case, the first region may refer to the range in which the first
resonant coil 421 can detect the reception resonant coil pro-
vided in the first wireless power receiver. According to one
embodiment, the first region may be varied according to the
number of the turns of the first resonant coil 421, and the
diameter of the first resonant coil 421.

If the first wireless power receiver is detected, the control-
ler 450 opens the first switch 431 paired with the first resonant
coil 421 (step S103). When the first switch 431 is opened, the
first resonant coil 421 is connected to the distribution coil 410
as shown in FIG. 6. If the first switch 431 is opened, the
distribution coil 410 transmits power to the first resonant coil
421, and the first resonant coil 421 transmits power to the first
wireless power receiver through the resonance (step S105).

Thereafter, the detector 440 determines if the second wire-
less power receiver is detected in the second region (step
S107). In this case, the second region may refer to the range
in which the second resonant coil 422 can detect the reception
resonant coil provided in the second wireless power receiver.
According to one embodiment, the second region may be
varied according to the number of turns of the second reso-
nant coil 422, and the diameter of the second resonant coil
422.
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If the second wireless power receiver is detected, the con-
troller 450 opens the second switch 432 paired with the sec-
ond resonant coil 422 (step S109). When the second switch
432 is opened, the second resonant coil 422 is connected to
the distribution coil 410 as shown in FIG. 6. If the second
switch 432 is opened, the distribution coil 410 transmits
power to the first resonant coil 421, and the second resonant
coil 422 transmits power to the second wireless power
receiver through the resonance (step S111).

As described above, according to the method of wirelessly
transmitting power of the embodiment, only the resonant coil
corresponding to the detected wireless power receiver is
selectively operated, thereby inhibiting the power from being
wasted in a resonant coil located in the region without a
wireless power receiver. In addition, the irradiation amount of
the magnetic field exposed to the outside to exert a harmful
influence on the human body can be reduced.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing a method of adjusting the
resonance frequency according to one embodiment.

First, the controller 450 determines if at least one wireless
power receiver is detected (step S201). In order to detect the
wireless power receiver, a coil for detection may be installed
at one surface of each resonant coil. The details thereof have
been described with reference to FIGS. 5 and 6.

If the wireless power receiver is detected, the controller
450 connects a switch, which is paired with the resonant coil
corresponding to the detected wireless power receiver, to the
distribution coil 410 in series (step S203). If only two wireless
power receivers are detected, the controller 450 connects only
the two resonant coils corresponding to the detected regions.

Thereafter, the controller 450 determines if the resonance
frequency of the wireless power transmitter 400 is changed
(step S205). In other words, the inductance of the wireless
power transmitter 400 may be changed by resonant coils
connected to each other in series, so that the resonance fre-
quency of the wireless power transmitter 400 can be changed.

If the controller 450 determines that the resonance fre-
quency of the wireless power transmitter 400 is changed, the
controller 450 changes the inductance of the inductor 411
and/or the capacitance of the capacitor 412 (step S207). The
controller 450 changes the inductance of the inductor 411 and
the capacitance of the capacitor 412 so that the resonance
frequency of the wireless power transmitter 400 is matched
with the resonance frequency of the wireless power receiver.
In this case, the wireless power transmitter 400 may previ-
ously have information of the resonance frequency of the
wireless power receiver.

As described above, according to the method of adjusting
the resonance frequency of the wireless power transmitter of
one embodiment, since the resonance frequency can be con-
stantly maintained by inserting the inductor 411 and the
capacitor 412 into the wireless power transmitter 400 as
described above, the problem related to the power transmis-
sion efficiency caused according to the variation of the reso-
nance frequency can be solved.

FIG. 9 is a view showing the result of a simulation of
detecting the intensity of a magnetic field when employing
the wireless power transmitter 400 including loop-shape
resonant coils according to one embodiment.

FIG. 9 shows the result of the simulation in which the
intensity of the magnetic field is detected by using “HFSS” of
ANSYS Inc., which is an electromagnetic wave analysis tool,
and measured at the distance of 10 cm from the ground
surface.

In FIG. 9, an x axis represents a longitudinal direction of
the section of the wireless power transmitter 400, a y axis
represents a transverse direction of the section of the wireless
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power transmitter 400, and a z axis represents a direction
perpendicular to the section of the wireless power transmitter
400.

According to the simulation result, magnetic fields are
induced only in the vicinity of the first and second resonant
coils 421 and 422.

In other words, when the wireless power transmitter 400
performs power transmission through the first and second
resonant coils 421 and 422, the magnetic field may be con-
centrated in the vicinity of the first and second resonant coils
421 and 422. In this case, when the wireless power receiver is
located above the first resonant coil 421 or the second reso-
nant coil 422, the wireless power transmitter 400 can effec-
tively power to the wireless power receiver.

FIG. 10 is a graph showing the intensity of a magnetic field
in the section of the wireless power transmitter 400 shown in
FIG. 9.

FIG. 10(a) is a graph showing the intensities (unit; H(A/
m)) of the magnetic field according to distances of an x axis at
aposition which is distanced by 15 cm and 10 cm along y and
7 axes from an original point.

As shown in FIG. 10(a), the intensity of the magnetic field
at a region (substantially distanced by 65 cm to 80 cm from
the x axis) of the first resonant coil 421 is greater than the
intensity of the magnetic field at the region without the first
resonant coil 421. In particular, the intensity of the magnetic
field at the region (distanced by 70 cm to 80 cm from the x
axis) in which the inner loop of the first resonant coil 421
having a multi-tap structure is located has a value exceeding
7 H, so that the power transmission efficiency can be greatly
improved when the wireless power receiver is located in the
inner loop of the first resonant coil 421.

FIG. 10(b) is a graph showing intensities (unit; H(A/m)) of
the magnetic field according to distances of an y axis at a
position which is distanced by 45 cm and 10 cm in x and z
axes, respectively, from an original point.

As shown in FIG. 10(4), the intensity of the magnetic field
at a region (substantially distanced by 65 cm to 80 cm from
the x axis) of the second resonant coil 422 is greater than the
intensity of the magnetic field at the region without the second
resonant coil 422. In particular, the intensity of the magnetic
field at the region (distanced by 50 cm to 60 cm from the y
axis), in which the inner loop of the second resonant coil 422
having a multi-tap structure is located, has a value of about 7
H, so that the power transmission efficiency can be greatly
improved when the wireless power receiver is located in the
inner loop of the second resonant coil 422.

The method of adjusting the resonance frequency of the
wireless power transmitter according to one embodiment can
be prepared as the form of a program executable in a computer
and stored in computer-readable recording media. The com-
puter-readable recording media include an ROM, an RAM, a
CD-ROM, a magnetic tape, a floppy disc, and an optical data
storing device. In addition, the computer-readable recording
media may be realized in the form of a carrier wave such as
transmission over the Internet.

In addition, the computer-readable recording media are
distributed into computer systems connected to each other
over a network to store and execute codes readable by the
computer through a distribution scheme. In addition, the
functional programs, codes, and code segments for realizing
the method can be easily deduced by programmers in the art
to which the disclosure pertains.

Although a preferred embodiment of the disclosure has
been described for illustrative purposes, those skilled in the
art will appreciate that various modifications, additions and
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substitutions are possible, without departing from the scope
and spirit of the invention as disclosed in the accompanying
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A wireless power transmitter to wirelessly transmit
power to a wireless power receiver, the wireless power trans-
mitter comprising:

a transmission resonance unit to transmit the power to the

wireless power receiver using resonance,

wherein the transmission resonance unit comprises a plu-
rality of resonant coils,

wherein the plurality of resonant coils comprises:
an inner loop and
an outer loop connected to the inner loop while sur-

rounding the inner loop;

a switch unit configured to select at least one of the plural-
ity of resonant coils corresponding to a region in which
the wireless power receiver is detected; and

an inductor and a capacitor configured to constantly main-
tain a resonance frequency of the selected resonant coil
for power transmission to the wireless power receiver.

2. The wireless power transmitter of claim 1, wherein the
inner loop and the outer loop are formed by winding one
conductive line at least one time, and a number of winding
turns of the inner loop is equal to or different from a number
of winding turns of the outer loop.

3. The wireless power transmitter of claim 1, wherein the
inner loop and the outer loop have one of a circular shape, a
rectangular shape, and an oval shape.

4. The wireless power transmitter of claim 1, further com-
prising a distribution coil to transmit the power to the resonant
coil corresponding to the region, in which the wireless power
receiver is detected, among the resonant coils.

5. The wireless power transmitter of claim 4, wherein the
switch unit comprises a plurality of switches, and each switch
is paired with each resonant coil to connect the resonant coil
corresponding to the region, in which the wireless power
receiver is detected, to the distribution coil.

6. The wireless power transmitter of claim 1, wherein the
capacitor includes a variable capacitor to constantly maintain
the resonance frequency of the selected resonant coil for
power transmission to the wireless power receiver.

7. The wireless power transmitter of claim 5, wherein the
resonant coil corresponding to the region, in which the wire-
less power receiver is detected, among the resonant coils is
connected to the distribution coil in series.
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8. The wireless power transmitter of claim 1, further com-
prising a detector to detect an approaching state of the wire-
less power receiver.

9. The wireless power transmitter of claim 8, wherein the
detector comprises a detection coil to detect intensity of a
magnetic field formed in each resonant coil.

10. The wireless power transmitter of claim 5, wherein
each switch is a micro-electro-mechanical system switch.

11. A method of transmitting power of a wireless power
transmitter that wirelessly transmits power to a wireless
power receiver, the method comprising:

detecting an approaching state of the wireless power

receiver;,
selecting at least one of a plurality of resonant coil corre-
sponding to a region, in which the wireless power
receiver is detected, according to a detection result;

determining a change state of a resonance frequency of'the
selected resonant coil according to the selection of the
resonant coil corresponding to the region in which the
wireless power receiver is detected; and

matching the resonance frequency of the selected resonant

coil with a resonance frequency of a resonant coil of the
wireless power receiver, if the resonance frequency of
the selected resonant coil is changed; and

transmitting the power to the wireless power receiver using

resonance through the matched resonance frequency by
the resonant coil corresponding to the region in which
the wireless power receiver is detected.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

checking the changed resonance frequency and

changing the checked resonance frequency to the reso-

nance frequency of the wireless power receiver using an
inductor and a capacitor.

13. A recording medium having a program to execute a
method of transmitting power of a wireless power transmitter
claimed according to claim 10.

14. A recording medium having a program to execute a
method of transmitting power of a wireless power transmitter
claimed according to claim 11.

15. A recording medium having a program to execute a
method of transmitting power of a wireless power transmitter
claimed according to claim 12.

16. The wireless power transmitter of claim 1, wherein the
inductor includes a variable inductor to constantly maintain
the resonance frequency of the selected resonant coil for
power transmission to the wireless power receiver.
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